Is there a ““great controversy’ between God and Satan — God
doing His best to get everybody saved — Satan trying to keep
them Jost — with time now fast running out on God?

HAT ABOUT the millions of
T\;;—V people living Now in Com-
munist Russia and  China
where Christianity is suppressed?
Those people did nct choose to be
born into these godless nations. Are
aey lost forever because they never
heard the TrRUE Bible teachings? Could
a fwst God condemn to an eternally
burning “hell” those people who died
before the true Gospel was brought to
them?

Gentiles Without Hope?

What is the eternal fate of the count-
less millions of Asia and Africa whe
ve without Christ? Ts this their only
ay of salvation? Are they erernally
doomed if they die?

Is God about to “shut the door” of
salvation in their face?

Paul, in Ephesians 2:11-12, gives the
answer! Here is what he wrote to the
Gentile converts in Asia Minor: “Being

\ time past Gentiles ... at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens . .. and
strangers from the covenants of promise,
HAVING NO HOPE, AND WITHOUT GoOD
IN THE WORLD.”

Clearly, people who have no¢ heard
the way of salvation and the name of
Jesus Christ ARE wrtHoUuT HOPE OF
SALVATION -— ARE LOST FOREVER IF
THERE 18 NO FUTURE OPPORTUNITY OF
SALVATION !

Would God be fair to condemn them
because they cannot hear the truth?

God’s Desire for Mankind

God desires that all humanity avail
itself of the opportunity for salvation:
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by Dr. C. Paul Meredith

“God our Saviour, who will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the trath” (I Timothy
2:3, 4). Some will say, “Oh, so every-
one is going to be saved — universal
salvation I

Absolutely NOT! The Bible does not
teach universal salvation.

Notice what II Peter 3:9 says: The
Eternal “is longsuffering to usward, not
willing that any should perish, but that
all should come z0 repemtance” 1t is
God’s will or wish that all would come
to a knowledge of the truth so they
would repent and be saved from the
penalty of sin — death. But some
people are not going to repent! For if
all repented and met the conditions to
eternal salvation, there would be no
necessity for casting human beings into
the Jake of fire, depicted in Revelation
20:15 and 21:8, which will destroy the
wicked! Malachi 4:1-3 zbsolutely dis-
proves the doctrine of universal salva-
tion derived from heathen philosophy.
The wicked are to become ashes, Jef
neither root nor branch, There is no
possibility of a resurrection from the
lake of fire.

But does this mean there is NO HOPE
for the millions whe bave died in igno-
rance of the trwe Christ? No

God is desirous that ALL of us may
attain  eternal life. He is
suffering,” not being quick to judge us
— desirous that all will accept His way

“long-

OF LIFE as revealed in the Holy Bible so’

we may become His spirit-born children
at the resurrection. But we murt choose
whether we will accept His way !
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The Common Attitude

“Well,” many will say, “it might
seem from what the Bible says, that
God would not be fair if He did not
give those people who lived in the Old
Testament times a chance in the future;
but all of Us since Christ are having sur
chance #ow, and we must be saved by
the time Christ comes again or we will
be lost.”

Yes, that does SEEM to be the idea
and almaost everyone foday believes it to
be a fact! It appeats to be so evident
that no one even gwestions the matter!
IT 1S TAXEN FOR GRANTED!

Did yox ever hear it questioned ? No,
you probebly NEVER HAVE in your life-
time! People do not investigate! “EvERY-
BODY CAN'T BE WRONG” — IS THE POP-
ULAR ATTITUDE!

It would APPEAR from the common
teachings that salvation is open to Ev-
ERYONE foday and that all one has to do
now is to “join a church” and be
“saved.” IS EVERYONE FREE TO ACCEPT
SALVATION AND BE SAVED ANY TIME
ONE WISHES TO BE? Or has God pur-
posely blinded some to salvation in this
day?

Let us see what the Bible teaches
about this subject. It is neither discussed
nor understood by the churches today,
yet it concerns every one of you!

Why Israel Blinded?

Note what Moses said to the Israel-
ites — the ancestors of our people today
— shortly after he had led them out
from Egypt: “Ye have seen all that the
Eternal did...in Egypt...those great
miracles: yet THE ETERNAL {nor Satan’]
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hath NoT given you an heart to per-
ceive, eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto
this day” (Deuteronomy 29:2-4).

Gop, HIMSELF, HAD BLINDED Is-
RAEL! They would not have known
about this blindness EXCEPT THEY HAD
BEEN TOLD!

Observe also what God said He
would do to Ephraim — Grest Britain
today -— head of the ten tribes of
Israel, after they had sinned: “For
with STAMMERING lips and ANOTHER
TONGUE will I speak to this people. The
wORD of the Eternal was unto them pre-
cept upon precept. . . line upon line —
here a little, and there a little [this
sounds like the way in which the Bible
is written today, does is not?] — THAT
THEY MIGHT GO [not come], and FALL
BACKWARD [not be rescued], and BE
BROKEN and SNARED AND TAKEN”
(Isaiah 28:11 and 13).

What had the tribe of Ephraim done?
It had sinned (verses 7 and 8) — and
what did God do? Gop mm His Laws
which, if cbeyed, would have preserved
them from being punished, Because
they rejected knowledge (Hosea 4:6),
GOD BLINDED THEM 50 they would con-
tinue to sin and suffer its consequences.

Why?

Now notice Ezekiel 20. This chapter
is VITALLY IMPORTANT. [t is a summary
of all of God’s dealings with rebellious
Israel. Particularly take note of verses
11 and 12: “And I gave them my stat-
utes and shewed them my judgments,
which if a man do, he shall even Jive in
them. Moreover also I gave them my
Jabbaths?

What did God do when they re-
belled? Verses 24 and 25 tell us: “Be-
cause they had not executed my judg-
ments ... had polluted my Sabbaths
...wherefore I GAVE THEM ALsO
[OVER TO] STATUTES THAT WERE NOT
GOOD AND JUDGMENTS WHEREBY THEY
SHOULD NOT LIVE” God said He gave
them over to other laws by which THEY
SHOULD NOT LIVE! Statutes that would
bring death,

ALL THROUGH THE BIBLE, after it
tells of God’s punishments, it quotes
what God said was His reason for
blinding people: “THAT THEY MAY
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KNOW THAT I AM THE ETERNAL.” This
phrase occurs over fifty times, with
slight variations. Ezekiel 20:26 is an ex-
ample. Yes, God wants everyone to
tuly  bnow Him! Whoever rejects
knowledge will be punished in order to
learn of God and His ways by hard ex-
perience,

But what was the reason for blinding
Israel? Are they lost forever?

Why God Blinds

God has made man’s natural mind so
that it wants to do things that are con-
trary to His laws: “The carnal mind
{with which we are ALL born] is en-
mity against God” (Romans 8:7).
Compare this with Romans 3:9-18 and
then with Galatians 5:17. “The flesh
{man’s natural heart and mind] Lus-
TETH against the Spirit and the Spirit
against the flesh: and these are contrary
the one to the other.” ALL, as originally
born, have a desire — LusT — to go
contrary to God's laws! (James 1:14
and Psalms 81:11-12.)

A person’s carnal mind remains at en-
mity against God wn#/l that person be-
comes sick and tired of the RESULTS of
HIS OWN ways and REPENTS of them,
and calls on God to CHANGE HM by
giving him the Holy Spirit — the very
mind of Christ (Phil. 2:%).

God has made it natural for man to
reject truth and to do what is right in
his own eyes, to want to sin — to want
to break God’s laws. It is by man’s own
carnal mind that God blinds. him — not
to destroy him, but to bring him to re-
pentance! Concerning blinded Israel,
Paul said: “For God hath concluded
them all in unbelief, that He might have
mercy upon /P’ (Romans 11:32),

So ancient Israel isn’t lost forever.
Their time of salvation is yet coming!

Human beings, like Israel of old,
want to do what they think is right,
God, in love and wisdom, blinds human
beings who by nature reject the truth so
they will unwittingly siN ALL THE
MORE COFTEN and thereby LEARN THEIR
LESSON ALL THE MORE DEEPLY — the
lesson that buman cuastoms are wrong
and only by living according to the
commands of ke Eternal God can one

be bd\ppy!

‘The Creation of Character
Takes Time

Nothing that God has ever created
begins to compare with the delicate
thing that He is creating in man -
CHARACTER, God knows that it TAKEs
TIME to do this. He, Himself, said “Q
that there were such an heart in them,
that they would fear me and keep zll my
commandments always” (Deuteronomy
5:29). God is NOT IN A HURRY TO
SAVE ALL UNTIL THEY HAVE LEARNED
THEIR LESSON. That is the reason He
has allowed 6000 years for mankind to
learn it.

The Eternal let Israel try various
forms of human GOVERNMENT as the
books of Judges and Kings explain.
Human heings are &linded to the King-
dom of God because they believe that
thetr own forms of government are
right. Today, we have democracies, dic-
tatorships, and other forms of govern-
ment. NONE HAS BROUGHT HAPPINESS!

God has actually given the attitude of
a wild animal to Gentiles because they
would not accept Him as Supreme Ruler
(Daniel 4:16-17 and Romans 1:28).
They are, by having this mind, bringing
increased misery upon themselves. They
ultimately will learn that God rules and
that His government and laws are good.

Christ Didn’t Try to Convert
Everyone!

Christ, in His day, did not try to dis-
turb the spiritual blindness that was
over man’s mind, To the disciples He
said: “Unto you it is given to know the
mysteries of the Kingdem of God: but
unto them {the vast majority] that are
without, ail these things are done in
parables: that seeing they may see and
NOT perceive, and hearing they may
hear and NoT understand” {Mark 4:11-
12).

Do you catch the significance of this
verse? The parables were spoken to
HIDE the truth, not to make the meaning
clearer.

But why did Jesus hide the truth
from the world? What is the mysterious
purpose of God that is taking shape be-
fore our eyes without our realizing it?
Here is the answer:

MAN DOES NOT KNOW HIS OWN IN-



ABILITY TO RULE EITHER HIMSELF OR
THE WORLD as compared with the abil-
ity of God! The Father wants us to de-
velop our initiative and ability. Bxs He
also wants us to recognize that HE is the
One to whom we should go with our
problems and that His Jaws are best and
that He is the true ruler of the earth. He
wants us to know that we must have His
very spirit within us to fulfill our desires
{Acts 2:38).

Job did not recognize God in His
true character, and God tock steps to
make him understand. Job was too self-
righteous (Jeb 32:1). He spoke con-
stantly of A#r own righteousness. It was
always “my integrity” and “my right-
eousness” (Job 27:3.6). Only God is
completely righteous, for “z// have sin-
ned and come short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23). God finally
humbled Job and he repented. “I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear:
but now mine eye secth thee. Wherefore
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes” (Job 42:5, 6).

Of all material things that God has
ever created, man is far superior to
others in his ability to reason, and also
in his ability to make things. Bur —
these abilities are of no value to God —
indeed they are a hindrance — if man’s
WILL or desire to use these abilities is
against God’s will! “Thy Kingdom
come. THY WILL BE DONE on earth, as it
is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). Gob
wishes His will to be done in us!

When man has — THROUGH SPIRI-
TUAL BLINDNESS — had an opportunity

- to exercise Ais ocwn will and seen the
wvil results of it, he is ready to have his
old self — his own will — killed, “bur-
ied with Him [Christ] by baptism into
death” {Romans 6:4), and wWILLING to
present his body as a LivING sacrifice to
God — a living body through which
God can carry out His wirr! {Romans
12:1.)

Are the Majority Blinded?

Paul, speaking to the Romans con-
cerning their Gentile forefathers, said:
“As they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to
4 REPROBATE MIND . .. being filled with
all unrightecusness, fornication, wick-
edness . . . full of envy” (Romans 1:28-
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29). Again, “For God hath concluded
them a/l in unbelief [4// mankind] that
He might have mercy on 4/’ (Romans
11:32). The GENTILES were blinded
then and THEY ARE BLINDED TODAY!
ALL NATIONS are blinded today!

What about modern Israel — the
democratic nations of Northwest Fu-
tope and America? “Even so af this
present time there is a REMNANT [just a
remnant] according to the ELECTION OF
GRACE” (Romans 11:5). A FEw had re-
ceived the chance of salvation — but
notice verse 7 :“. ., the REsT [the vasT
MAJORITY| were BLINDED,”

The same is true today. The few,
whosoever will, may come to God, but
the vast majority won’t because they are
blinded to God’s truth by thinking
their ways are better! Jesus never once
said that everyone is in this age called to
salvation. Paul said: “Nos many wise
men after the flesh, #ot many mighty,
not many noble, are called” (I Cor.
1:26). Only those drawn by the Spirit
of God and who come through Jesus
can approach God (John 6:44),

Preachers Blinded
Spiritually, Too!

So we see that the VAST MAJORITY OF
ALL RACES TODAY ARE BLINDED! The
PREACHERS are AMONG THESE BLINDED:
“Many shall follow their [the false
teachers]  pernicious  ways” — the
MANY — not the few! (I Peter 2:1-2.)
“BROAD is the WAY that leadeth to de.
struction” (Matt. 7:13). People today
are spiritually IN BaABvLON! Remember,
it is a great religious power stemming
frem the ancient city of Babylon —
“Babylon THE GREAT” - not Babylon
the small — that deccives this world
(Revelation 17:2, 5, 18:4),

The vAST MAjoRITY will continue to

femain SO BLINDED that they will even .

fight against Christ at His second com-
Ing — NOT RECOGNIZING who He is.
The devil will have them so deceived
that they will think Jesus is “antichrist”
(Revelation 16:13-14).

People today who are blinded to the
truth can have salvation Now if, after
suffering the consequences of sin, they

will earnestly ask God {Luke 11:9-10, .

13) to sHOW THEM His wAYs [REMOVE
THEIR BLINDNESS] and then BE WiILL-
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ING TO FOLLOW THESE WAYS AFTER
THEY ARE REVEALED.

Only a relatively small number will
receive salvation in this age. These will
be used to teach, rule, and judge those
called later in the millennium (Rev.
1:6, 1 Cor. 6:2).

But what of the vast blinded majority
who never had an opportunity?

Are they damned because God
created them with a carnal mind which
blinded them to the ways of salvation?

Future Chance for Blinded?

Now, as God is just and as it is He
who has permitted the majority to be
biinded, then He will have to remove
the blindness to give them a chance —
THEIR FIRST CHANCE!

He has proMISED TO DO 11! “And He
will pESTROY in this mountain the face
of the COVERING CAST OVER ALL
PEQPLE, and the VEIL THAT IS SPREAD
OVER ALL NATIONS” -— the veil of spit-
itual darkness (Isaiah 25:7). It is no
stigma or disgrace to your loved ones or
others that they are among those that
are blinded now. God’s PLAN called for
the removal of blindness from only a
few Now. It is His responsibility!

Salvation in Millennium

God has allotted six thowsand years to
mankind here on this earth in which
they can try out all methods of living
which THEY THINK will bring them
happiness. LOCK AT THE WORLD TODAY
FOR THE RESULTS! Now — in this very
END TIME — man is writing a finish to
a history of his poor attempt to rule
himself without God’s help — a history
that all may profit by when they have
their ficst chance. The world today is
feverishly prepating to drench itself in a
bath of bload,

What happens after this?

“The people that walked in darkness
[BLINDNESS} have seen a GREAT LIGHT
{the BLINDNESS REMOVED] . .. for unto
us a child is born...and the govern-
ment shall be on His shoulders . ., of
the increase of His government . . . there
shall be no end” (Isaizh 9:2-7).

This tells of Christ’s birth and His
taking over the rule of this earth for
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1000 yeass at His second coming (Rev.
20:4).

“This is the long-awaited millennium.

This is THE TIME GOD HAS SET TO
REALLY START TO SAVE THE PEOPLE.
Blindness will " be removed — the
people will see God's metcy and laws
clearly. All who are blinded today, but
who live into that pericd will have their
first opportunity for salvation. Christ
will come with “ten thousands” of His
satnts to execute judgment and convince
all that are ungodly of their ungodly
deeds (Jude 14, 15). The devil will be
chained so he cannot deceive people
(Revelation 20:10). The saints will be
ruling the nations bere on earth — not
in heaven as Ellen G. White wrote in
her book The Great Controversy.

Christ will pour out His Spirit on all
flesh (Acts 2:17), and the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the Eternal
(Isaiah 11:9). God will cleanse the
people and give them a new heart and a
new spirit, and cause them to walk in
His statutes and judgments {Ezekiel
36:25-27). The whole chapters of
Isziah 11 and Zecharizh 14 describe this
time more fully.

But, the people who live on from this
life into the thousand-year period are
relatively few compared to the MiL-
LIONS AND MILLIONS THAT HAVE DIED
BLINDED —- WHAT ABQUT THEM’

When Is Vast Majority Saved?

Notice Revelation 20:5, “The rest of
the dead lived not again until the thou-
sand years were finished.” Now read
verses 11-12: “And T saw a GREAT
WHITE THRONE and Him that sat on
it...and I saw the dead, small and
great, stand A RESURRECTION] before
God; and the bocks were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the
book of LIFE [there is a chance of ob-
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taining ETERNAL LIFE], and the dead
were judged out of those things which
were written in the books.”

They are to be judged by the Word
of God — the books of the Bible — in
accordance with what they HAVE DONE
in #his life AND what they WiILL DO after
they are resurrected to mortal life!

This scene in Revelaticn 20 pictures
the climax of God’s PLAN — THE
GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT
when the VAST NUMBER OF UNSAVED
DEAD will Be resurrected and be cven
THEIR FIRST CHANCE FOR SALVATION
— all those millions and millions who
have lived and died since the time of
Adam up through our age, and have not
known the TRUE way to eternal life!

SaLvaTion will be open to ALL then
resurrected, just as in the thousand-year
reign of Christ on earth, only now there
will be many more to accept it alter the
millennium.

This will NOT be a SECOND CHANCE!
Here’s why: if they were blinded by
Ged when they formerly lived, they
never had a first chance! The ancient
inhabitants of Tyre and Sidon will be
resurrected and those evil people who
were formerly blinded will be given
their first chance (Matthew 11:22).
Also, the people of Sodom and Gomor-
rah  will Dbe resurrected (Matthew
10:15), and their evil citizens have
their firsé chance. God is a Just Gob.
He is giving even the WORST OF THE
PEOPLE WHO WERE BLINDED BEFORE
CHRIST'S SECOND COMING, THEIR FIRST
OPPORTUNITY TO SALVATION !

Ezekiel 37:11-14 gives a good picture
of how this physical resurrection will be
accomplished for aLL people. Here it is
speaking of Israel as a type of all na-
tions. This shows how the sPRITUAL BE-
GETTAL AND GROWTH COmes
Here are people receiving the Father's

about,

Holy Spirit for the first time, just as a
few are being called today to receive it.

People will live for a hundred years
during this age (Isaiah 65:20). But all
this information ought not come as a
surprise! For anyone could and would
know of it if he were observing God’s
command to KEEP THE HoLy Davs
which show God’s PLAN of SALVATION
for the worLD. In Leviticus 23:34, the
Feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles
represents salvation in the 1000-year pe-
riod and the EIGHTH DAY, in verse 36,
represents the GREAT WHITE THRONE
JUDGMENT period when the vastT Ma-
Jority will be resurrected and have
their first opportunity to be saved from
sin.

All this is explained in Mr. Arm.
strong’s free booklet, Predestination,
Write for it immediately if you haven't
read it!

No, the BLINDED WORLD today DOES
NOT UNDERSTAND that the Father is in
the process of making from mortal man,
here on this earth, a spirit family of His
very own — a family that-is being care-
fully trained. His family will constitute
the Kingdom of God, living by and 2d-
ministering His laws of love which are
written in the heart and mind (Jer.
31:33-34 and Heb. 8:10).

AFTER blinded man has had a life-
time of sad experience living by bis own
way of life, then is resurrected back to
this earth and has bir 2lindness removed
so that he can SEE and PRACTICE GoD's
WAY OF LIFE — the cnly way that leads
to happiness, and can SEE HOW MUCH
BETTER GOD’S WAY 1S THAN HIS OWN
— then, AND ONLY THEN, it is that
God REALLY starts to save the wast ma-
jority of mankind and give cternal life
to those who are willing to come under
His loving rule and aid Hiv in adminis-
tering wisely the great power HE will
share with them!



